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No. 124 July 27, 2026
Bird of the Year (VIll): The European Turtle Dove

On July 21 the Ministry of Digital Development and Innovative Technologies of the Kyrgyz
Republic puts into circulation a Kyrgyz Express Post postage stamp: "Bird of the Year (VIII). The
European turtle dove".

The European turtle dove (Streptopelia turtur) is a species of bird in the pigeon family
(Columbidae). It reaches a size of 26 to 29 cm and weighs about 300 g. The plumage of this
beautiful, slender bird is reddish-brown and black on the uppersides of its wings, black and white on
the sides, and white underneath. Its breast has a reddish tint. Its neck has a pattern of blue and black
stripes. The bird is timid and cautious, its flight is characterized by speed and maneuverability. The
Latin species name derives from the bird’s distinctive cooing, resembling a soft rhythmic purring
sound "turr, turr, turr." The European turtle dove feeds on plant seeds, often various weeds, as well
as cereal shoots and invertebrates.

The European turtle dove is a migratory species, wintering on the African continent. It arrives
in Kyrgyzstan in late April to mid-May in small flocks of several dozen birds.

In the wild, turtle doves' natural enemies are birds of prey — hawks, falcons, owls; among
mammals are the stone marten and sometimes squirrels, which are capable of raiding nests with
eggs and small chicks. Unfortunately, humans have significantly contributed to the decline in the
turtle dove’s population.

At present, the European turtle dove is included in the IUCN Red List with the status of a
vulnerable species. Its population has declined sharply due to hunting, habitat loss, intensive
agriculture, and the use of pesticides. The conservation of the species requires strengthened
international cooperation, the identification and protection of key breeding and wintering sites, as well
as a ban on hunting.

It is interesting to note that in the cultures of many peoples, the turtle dove is a symbol of
peace, love, and purity.

KEP hopes that this postage stamp issue will contribute to the protection of the biological
diversity of Kyrgyzstan, of which the European turtle dove is an integral part.

As always, KEP expresses its sincere gratitude to ornithologist Sergey Kulagin, PhD in
Biological Sciences, for his valuable advisory assistance in the preparation of this postal issue. The
charitable surcharge from the sale of the new KEP stamp will be transferred to the fund of the KWCS.
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Technical specifications

XKbindbiH kywy.:Kadumku 6akmek

2
B

200+50

e e Paper: coated, gummed, 105 g/m?2.

Printing method: full-color offset lithography.

Stamp perforation: comb 14:147%.

Stamp size: 46 x 27.5 mm.

Stamp is issued in minisheets of 5 stamps with one label.
Minisheet size: 113 x 108 mm.

Quantity issued: 7 500 stamps (1 500 minisheets).
Designer: Daria Maier.

Printer House: "Nova Imprim" (Chisindu, Moldova).
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Bird of the Year. European Turtle Dove
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A special cancellation on FDC will be carried out at the Bishkek KEP Office (729001) on the
stamp issuing day.
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The first day cover, postcard and special postmark are designed by Daria Maier.
Cover size: C6 (162 x 114 mm).

Quantity of covers and postcards issued: 400 pieces each.

Endorsing ink color: black.
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