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"Salyut", the First Orbital Space Station, 50th Anniversary
On June 8, 2021 the Ministry of Digital Development of the Kyrgyz Republic puts into
circulation a Kyrgyz Express Post postage stamp: "Salyut", the First Orbital Space Station, 50th
Anniversary".
On April 19, 1971, the USSR launched the world's first orbital science station, which was
named "Salyut". Two expeditions involving the participation of cosmonauts were sent to the station.
Unfortunately, the first expedition was not successful as the docking procedure failed. During the
second one the cosmonauts worked in Earth orbit for about 23 days. This was an absolute record of
man being in space. During this period, the cosmonauts conducted important astrophysical
observations, comprehensive scientific research and technical tests. Unfortunately, the crew died
when returning to Earth due to the depressurization of "Soyuz-11". "Salyut" operated in Earth orbit for
176 days. On October 11, 1971, the station was taken out of orbit and burned up in the atmosphere.
From 1974 to 1982, five more orbital stations called "Salyut" were launched. On these stations
cosmonauts of the USSR and other countries had successfully worked.
The construction of orbital stations where the crews could be changed, as was the case with
"Salyut", was an important stage in the international development of space science. On these
stations were conducted the most important studies of the Earth's natural resources, including
astronomical, radioastronomical and meteorological observations, biomedical and technological
research in conditions of spaceflight. The design of the "Salyut" stations became the basis for the
creation of the "Mir" Orbital Complex, as well as for the Russian Orbital Segment (ROS) of the
International Space Station (ISS).
Kyrgyz Express Post expresses its appreciation to the former Chairman of the FIP Section of
Astrophilately, Mr. Igor Rodin for his helpful assistance and advice in preparing this stamp issue.
For this stamp, KEP also issues a postcard, which is used to realize a maximum card.
No. 175
Stamp description
No. 175. 175 KGS. Orbital space station "Salyut"

Technical specifications
Paper: coated, gummed, 105 g/m².
Printing method: full-color offset lithography.
Stamp perforation: comb 14:14½.
Stamp size: 46.00 х 27.50 mm.
Stamp is issued in minisheets of 5 stamps (with 1 label).
The margins of the minisheet depict the orbital
launch vehicle "Proton-K".

Minisheet size: 113.00 x 108.00 mm.
Quantity issued: 5 000 stamps.
Designer: Daria Maier.
Printer House: "Nova Imprim" (Chișinău, Moldova).
A special cancellation on FDC will be carried out at the Bishkek KEP Office (729001) on the
stamp issuing day.

The first day cover, postcard and special cancellation are designed by Daria Maier.
Cover size: С6 (162 х 114 mm).
Cover printing method: full-color offset. Postcard printing method: digital.
Quantity of covers issued: 250 pieces. Quantity of postcards issued: 300 pieces.
Endorsing ink color: black.

